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(57) Abstract 

A network system comprises a plurality of Internet service providers (14A, 14B, 14C) each including unique access points (20A|, 
2OA2, 20B,, 20c 1); and a parallel Internet service provider (16) connected with the Internet service providers. The individual Internet 
providers (14A, I4B, 14C) and the parallel Internet service provider include authentication servers (22, 32), respectively. When an access 
point receives a connection request from a user who is a subscriber to the parallel Internet service provider (16), the corresponding one of the 
Internet service providers (14A, 14B, 14C) transmits a connection ID and the password to the authentication server (32) of the parallel 
Internet service provider (16) for user authentication. The user terminal is then connected through the access point to the Internet after the 
authentication has passed. 
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